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Management Commitment

In recent years, the international community has 
been concerned about diminished social sustainabil-
ity caused by the worsening of a variety of problems, 
including climate change, the loss of biodiversity, 
poverty, and health hazards. Through our active CSR 
activities, we at Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Group are work-
ing to contribute to building a sustainable society, and 
to living in harmony with it.

Contributing to Sustainable Use of 
“Natural Capital”
The Group signed the Natural Capital Declaration at 
the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Devel-
opment “Rio+20” held in June 2012 in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. The declaration defi nes the soil, air, water, plants, 
animals, and other resources that are needed to pre-
serve the Earth’s ecosystem as “Natural Capital,” and 
states that signatories will play an active role in helping 
to preserve sustainable use of natural capital.
 The Group recognizes that promoting the sustain-
able use of living resources through the appropriate 
economic and social evaluations of ecosystem services 
is an important issue. To this end, it has been working 
on the development of various fi nancial products and 
services, such as eco-friendly development and con-

struction consulting services as well as the Biodiversity 
SRI Fund, an investment trust that invests in Japanese 
companies actively working to protect biodiversity.
 By becoming a signatory to the Natural Capital 
Declaration, we will further promote these initiatives 
from a broader global standpoint and make contribu-
tions toward the sustainable use of natural capital.

Improving Social Compliance
Above and beyond compliance with laws and regu-
lations, a wide range of initiatives is being required 
in the everyday business activities of companies, in-
cluding risk management, information disclosure, 
consumer protection, and reduction of environmental 
impact, so that these companies can exist in harmony 
with society and improve their social compliance.
 The Group views addressing human rights issues as 
one such initiative and has newly established a “Hu-
man Rights Due Diligence Project Team,” in addition 
to various training and educational activities about hu-
man rights issues provided for employees. Through 
this team, we have begun to verify what impact our ev-
eryday business activities have on the human rights of 
internal and external stakeholders.
 We are going to actively promote these initiatives, 

We will contribute to 
building a sustainable 
society, with the aim of 
becoming the foremost 
sustainability bank.

 Kunitaro Kitamura,  Hitoshi Tsunekage, 
 President Chairman
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Limited in April 2012, we believe that the social re-
sponsibility borne by the Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Group 
has become even greater than in the past.
 Through the integration of the diverse functions 
that are “unique to a trust bank group” and are “dis-
tinctive strengths of Sumitomo Mitsui Trust,” we will 
establish new business models, and develop and of-
fer innovative products and services as we aim to be 
the “foremost sustainability bank” that contributes to 
the creation of a sustainable society. We look forward 
to your warm continued support and cooperation in 
these endeavors.

December 2012

 

 Hitoshi Tsunekage, Chairman

 Kunitaro Kitamura, President

Management Commitment

which will increase our ability to respond to various 
operational risks and will lead to reinforcement of the 
Group’s corporate capabilities.

Regaining Trust
We would like to sincerely apologize for the great con-
cern and inconvenience caused to all clients and other 
stakeholders by the recent violation of insider trading 
regulations. 
 In response to this incident, we established the Spe-
cial Investigation Committee that included outside 
experts, and it conducted extensive investigations 
and analyses and examined measures to prevent re-
currence. Furthermore, the Third Party Committee 
evaluated and verifi ed the results of the investigations 
and analyses. Going forward, based on the investiga-
tion results and opinions of the Special Investigation 
Committee and the evaluation of the Third Party Com-
mittee, we will work to prevent a similar misconduct 
and will put in place, and duly enforce, rigorous mea-
sures to restore the public’s trust. Such measures will 
include the implementation of measures aimed at 
preventing the recurrence of any violation of insider 
trading rules.
 With the birth of Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Bank, 




