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Partnerships for Sustainable Finance

Initiatives for Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) of the SuMi TRUST Group
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) ad-
opted at the United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Summit in September 2015 comprise 17 
goals and 169 targets that bring together global-
scale priority issues that should be addressed 
collectively around the world toward 2030. The 
SuMi TRUST Group, which became a signatory to 
the United Nations Global Compact in 2005, has 
pursued various initiatives related to sustainabil-
ity, and will continue working to provide value to 
our stakeholders, including from the perspective 
of addressing issues raised by the SDGs.

Policies Linkages with SDGs

1 Contribute to Solving Social and 
Environmental Problems through Business

On the links between specific goals in the SDG framework and social and environmental 
issues, we look for solutions as our clients’ “Best Partner”, and we provide optimal finan-
cial products and services that harness our strengths as a financial group specialized in 
trust banking.2 Serve Clients with Sincerity

3 Earn the Trust of Society

The Board of Directors addresses environmental and social issues linked to sustainability (the 
Basic Policy on Corporate Governance, Article 3-4). In our lending and investment activities, 
we recognize themes relating to SDGs such as climate change and land and water-based eco-
systems as risks, and have strengthened our approach to managing them. 

4 Address Environmental Issues
Through the operation of environmental management systems (EMS), we limit the negative 
impacts from our business activities relating to SDG-linked themes such as energy, climate 
change, water, and paper resources.

5 Respect the Individual Initiatives relating to human resources strategy and human rights are also linked to SDGs; we 
are advancing such initiatives based on a broad-based view given global discussions. 

6 Participate in and 
Contribute to the Community

As a good corporate citizen, we actively promote environmental activities and social contribu-
tions which are highly relevant to SDGs, centering on sales offices in each region.

Sustainability Policies and SDGs

Goal 17 of the SDGs is for partnerships to achieve the other goals. In view of the important role finance will play in 
forming sustainable societies, we are actively participating in partnerships, both in Japan and overseas, to acceler-
ate industry-wide initiatives.

UNEP FI is an international network that encourages financial institu-
tions to act in ways that take sustainability into account. The SuMi TRUST 
Group became the first trust bank in Japan to be a UNEP FI signatory 
in 2003. As a member of the UNEP FI Property Working Group and the 
Natural Capital Finance Alliance (formerly known as the Natural Capital 
Declaration), the Group also contributes to bolstering initiatives in the 
global financial industry, and introduces 
and highlights the latest information on rel-
evant matters to Japan’s financial industry.

Financial institutions from various segments of Japan’s financial indus-
try—more than 250 in all— participate as supporters of the Principles 
for Financial Action towards a Sustainable Society. These principles aim 
at fostering concrete action toward creating a sustainable society. The 
SuMi TRUST Group has played a central role from the drafting stage in 
2011, and is also the chair of a working group for sustainable regional 
support. In fiscal year 2017, the working group focused on dementia is-
sues, worked to strength the industry’s 
response to the issues, such as publish-
ing a financial guide, and convening a 
symposium on this topic (page 33).

United Nations Environment Programme 
Finance Initiative (UNEP FI)

Principles for Financial Action in the 21st Century
(Principles for Financial Action towards a Sustainable Society)
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ECO TrustutioN:
The Group has coined the word “Eco-Trustution” for 
environmental financial businesses that offer solutions to 
ecological issues using our trust function. Under this 
concept, we work to develop and provide 
solutions-based financial instruments and services. 

Five Major Priority Themes for
Sustainability

Sustainable development goals (SDGs),
comprising 17 goals and 169 targets

Contribution to achieving goals through
provision of financial products and services

Using SDGs to understand
the social value we create

Natural capital
(biodiversity issues)

Climate
change issues

Sustainable
investment

Environmentally
friendly property

Super-aging
society issues

Waterhead Forest in 
Mimasaka, Mimasaka 
City, Okayama Prefecture

Oyatsu Forest, 
Kamakura City, 
Kanagawa Prefecture

Nippon Rosy 
Bitterlings,Yao City, 
Osaka Prefecture

Sept. 2014 Jan. 2015 June 2015

The 17 goals that comprise the SDGs refl ect social needs. 
Because social needs eventually become customer needs, 
SDG initiatives are also a way for companies to identify 
seeds for new businesses.
 Creating money fl ows well suited to a sustainable soci-
ety is vital to building the sustainable society the SDGs aim 
to foster. We think achieving this is an essential mission 
for fi nancial institutions. From this perspective, the Group 
together with clients think of ways for clients themselves to 
respond to social needs, and the fi nancial mechanisms that 
go along.

 In keeping with our “Eco-Trustution” concept, the Group 
has expanded its lineup of total solutions in businesses 
that contribute to addressing environmental problems and 
addressing the problems of a super-aging society, and it 
will continue to advance these sustainability businesses. 
For each SDG, the Group will use each one as a standard to 
verify the acceptability of the social values of the products 
and services it offers. The Group will also increase the level 
of its SDG-related information disclosure, operation and 
management so that it can contribute positively to realiz-
ing the goals.

The ultimate objective of the value companies create is to 
contribute to building a healthy, sustainable society. Since 
offering value to communities, which constitute the society, 
contributes to maintaining a sound business foundation, 
we regard this as a social license necessary for business 
operation. In view of this, the Group offers value to commu-
nities in an array of ways while taking in SDG perspectives.

 Group affi liated companies and branches carry out of 
their own accord a variety of social and community contri-
bution initiatives. The CSR Promotion Offi ce uses SDGs as 
a way to categorize each of the many activities that provide 
value to communities, and it will also work to deepen its 
analysis of the impacts Group activities have over time in 
the future.

Sustainability Initiatives in Our Businesses   Sustainability Policy 1

Offering Value to Communities   Sustainability Policy 6

ESG Project Supported
by SuMi TRUST Bank

To realize a sustainable so-
ciety, each and every one 
of us must recognize that 
we live in an irreplaceable 

natural environment and that it will be 
necessary for people to change their 
behavior. Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD), which is promoted 
by the United Nations, is an education 
that fosters leaders in creating a sus-
tainable society. SuMi TRUST Bank has 
since 2012 strived to raise awareness 
and understanding among children, the 
next-generation of environmental lead-
ers, about National Trusts’ activities 
and nature conservation efforts across 
Japan through ESD project using video 
footage (page 132-133).

Tenjinzaki,Tanabe 
City, Wakayama 
Prefecture 

Nov. 2012

Nakaikemi Wetlands, 
Tsuruga City, Fukui 
Prefecture

Jan. 2016

Koajiro Forest, Miura 
City, Kanagawa 
Prefecture

Deepbody Bitterling 
fi sh, Kisogawa, Aichi 
Prefecture

Shibayama wetlands, 
Funabashi City, 
Chiba Prefecture

Sakata, Niigata City, 
Niigata Prefecture

Sept. 2013

July 2016 Feb. 2017 July 2017

EXAMPLE

Each of the 
activities 
link to 17 SDGs




