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Management System CSR Management

Sumitomo Trust promotes corporate social
responsibility (CSR) as a pillar of management in
order to achieve sustainable growth for both society
and our company, through unification of the
achievement of social responsibility and our man-
agement philosophy and business model. We strive
to implement CSR in our primary business of provid-
ing financial products and services by such efforts
as placing importance on socially responsible
investment (SRI) in our investments in corporations,
by providing loans for houses that are environmen-
tally friendly, and through project finance for wind
power generation. Our CSR activities achieve results
in our business, and raise our corporate value at the
same time that they establish social value.

SRI Efforts

Sumitomo Trust has a full lineup of SRI funds, includ-

ing products for corporate pension funds which were the

first such products in Japan when they were first offered in

July 2003, and for individuals and fixed benefit pension

funds, and as of April 2006 the total under management had

reached approximately ¥77 billion. Among them is the

Sumishin SRI Japan Open fund (nicknamed “Good

Company”) for individual customers, which has net assets of

approximately ¥55 billion and has grown to be the largest

SRI fund in Japan, and which received a “Fund of the Year,

2005” award for excellence from the investment information

service Morningstar Japan K.K. in January 2006.*

* Morningstar Japan K.K selected it from among funds that were judged to
have excellent overall operating results in fiscal year 2005, based on its
own independent analyses. 

CSR Efforts towards being a Global Corporate
Citizen

Sumitomo Trust strengthened its CSR activities as the

first Japanese trust bank to join the United Nations

Environment Programme Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) in

2003, aiming to contribute to the achievement of sustainable

society through our main business as a financial institution.

In July 2005, we were also the first Japanese bank to partici-

pate in the United Nations Global Compact, an

international initiative to support and practice principles of

corporate activity regarding human rights, labor, the envi-

ronment, and anti-corruption. Then in May 2006 we signed

the “Principles for Responsible Investment” created jointly

by UNEP FI and the United Nations Global Compact along

with 33 pension funds and 15 management institutes. Those

principles require that institutional investors consider the

environmental policies, social responsibility and corporate

governance of companies that they invest in as part of the

investment decision process, and that appropriate disclosures

be made for shareholders, with the objective of improving

long-term investment results for beneficiaries. Our company

will cooperate with other signatory institutions to spread and

promote SRI to contribute to the development of a healthy

economic society. In addition, we are striving to appropri-

ately utilize and protect our customers’ information, and

have made a declaration to protect personal information and

have set up an organization within our company to do so.

Environmental Finance

Sumitomo Trust considers the development of environ-

mental financial product services to be one of the most

important elements of its CSR activities, and we are striving

to make proactive contributions to society through our prin-

cipal business. 

Primary Activities in Fiscal Year 2005

Liquidation of illiquid, polluted land through investment
in Green Earth’s “Eco-Land-Fund” 

We invested in the first contaminated land cleanup

fund in Japan (primary investor), and have begun posi-

tive efforts to invest in liquidation of purportedly as

much as ¥5 trillion of illiquid, polluted land. 
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Tokyo Environmental Finance Project
We are actively supporting Tokyo’s environmental

guidance in this project, in which Tokyo banks are par-

ticipating, and have developed loans which utilize the

Tokyo apartment environmental performance disclosure

system. Furthermore, our efforts were recognized when

we received the governor’s award of the Tokyo

Environmental Prize in fiscal year 2006. 

Preferential loans for environmentally friendly housing
Products for the Tokyo environmental finance proj-

ects are described above. We are attracting attention for

our product design that provides preferential interest

corresponding to the number of stars indicating an envi-

ronmental performance level. In addition, results are

improving solidly for our preferential loans for housing

equipped with solar power generation systems sold by

Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd., and others which we intro-

duced in fiscal year 2004. 

Environmentally friendly project finance
In addition to the results we have achieved already

in wind power generation and other projects, we are

providing project finance for biomass ethanol using

wood waste.

Research into real estate added environmental value
A research report by our employees on environmen-

tal added value in real estate received the grand prize for

an essay commemorating the 10th anniversary of the

establishment of the Tokyo Association of Real Estate

Appraisers. Our company is actively engaged in this

kind of basic research. 

Contributions to Society

Sumitomo Trust is engaged in a broad range of activities

contributing to society besides protection of the environ-

ment and social contributions through our business. We will

introduce some of them here. 

Example of a company-wide activity contributing to
society: support for education in Africa 

Our company contributed to construction funds for

elementary schools in impoverished regions in Sub-

Saharan Africa that are raising concern worldwide

(Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, and Zambia) along with

Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd., Sumitomo Life Insurance

Company and Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Co., Ltd.

Through this activity we hope to aid in the development

of society in the region by supporting children’s educa-

tion, and we aim to open a school by the summer of 2006.

(Note) This activity is conducted in cooperation with the specified non-
profit corporation World Vision Japan. World Vision Japan is an
international non-governmental organization (NGO) that is rec-
ognized by and registered with the United Nations Economic
and Social Council, and it is active in about 100 countries
around the world in regional development and emergency aid,
supporting about 2.4 million children.

Example of activities in support of education
We co-sponsored the “Children’s Literary Grand

Prix” in essay contests held by the Japanese

Composition Education Research Center

(Director:Mr.Toshihiko Miyagawa) in a number of

cities including Musashino City in Tokyo, Fuji City in

Shizuoka and Yamato City in Kanagawa, thus actively

supporting efforts towards education for expression

through composition.

Example of activities contributing to society in our
branches: continuous support for vocational aid cen-
ters for handicapped people.

Sumitomo Trust’s Himeji branch is engaged in

continuing activities to support the recovery of used

milk cartons and the purchase of hand made paper post

cards and ema(votive picture of a horse) made from

them. In 2005 the branch raised and contributed funds

through bazaars, flea markets and internet auctions to

cover expenses for equipment for a new project making

handmade paper name cards.




