
Japan Parade in New York City on May 14, 2022!

The New York Branch of Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Bank 
served as the lead organizer of Japan Day Inc, and 
Mr. Atsushi Ueda, General Manager of the New York 
Branch was its Chairman. The parade was led 
together with Grand Marshal George Takei (a 
Japanese-American actor famous for his role in the 
"Star Trek" series), Ambassador Mori (the Consulate-
General of Japan), the Japan Day Inc., and sponsors. 
Employees of the New York Branch volunteered to

With the beautiful fresh greenery in May, a parade named “Japan” was held for the first time in New York 
City. Japan Day @ Central Park, an outdoor event offering traditional Japanese performances, cultural 
experiences, food tents, etc. has been held annually since 2007. In 2022 - the first time in three years due 
to the pandemic - Japan Day was held as a parade. Japan finally had it’s own parade in New York, where 
various ethnic groups have proudly celebrated their cultures for many years.

The day before was "Japan Heritage Night," an 
MLB (baseball) Japan-U.S. cultural event 
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the first 
baseball game, that was held at the nearby Mets 
Stadium. While watching the match between the 
Mets and the Mariners, the Japanese attraction 
was introduced on the stadium grounds. The 
event was a hit, with Ambassador Mori of the 
Consulate General of Japan and Mr. Atsushi Ueda, 
General Manager of the New York Branch, 
appearing at the opening pitch ceremony.

support the event and 140 employees, including those from group companies and their friends and family 
members, wearing Happi coats and T-shirts, marched in the parade on Central Park West.
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The year 2022 marks the 150th anniversary of a 
mission led by Tomomi Iwakura to the United States 
in 1872. The mission's visit led to the development 
of Japan-U.S. relations, including establishing a 
Japanese consulate here. Photo: Masaki Hori

More than 2,400 people from about 80 organizations, 
including local Japanese cultural groups, artists, and 
Japanese companies, participated in the parade, featuring 
performances of Japanese dance, sword fighting, drums, 
etc. The parade was a great success, with more than 
20,000 spectators and attracted various media outlets.
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