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With the spread of COVID-19, there are concerns that 
social and economic activities will be stagnant for a long 
time. We would like to express our heartfelt sympathy to 
those who have been infected, as well as their families, and 
to all those whose lives and business activities have been 
severely affected by COVID-19.

Today, both in Japan and around the world, there is a major 
shift in the way businesses operate, with companies seriously 
exploring ways to address social issues and achieve business 
results at the same time. As an asset management company, 
we will strive to simultaneously address social issues and 
achieve economic returns by carefully tracking these shifts, 
and discovering, evaluating, and investing in companies that 
grow by solving social issues. We are working to strengthen 
our ESG product lineup, and in 2018 we launched and began 
managing a Japan Equity Impact Investment fund using our 
own capital. By investing in companies that contribute to 
solving social issues in a more concrete way, we aim to gen-
erate economic as well as social returns.

Climate change is the ESG theme that we focus on the 
most, and we believe that it is essential for the survival and 
growth of companies over the medium- to long-term that 
investees proactively address this issue. In addition, we will 
continue to actively contribute to sustainability on a global 
scale through our activities in international initiatives, such 
as our participation as the only Asian company in discus-
sions with the Brazilian government on environmental con-
servation in the Amazon River basin, and our engagement 
with the Indonesian government, which passed a package 
of revised legislation that may accelerate deforestation.

We would like to express our deepest sympathy to all 
those affected by COVID-19 and their friends and families. 
We would also like to express our deepest gratitude to all 
the medical personnel and others who are working every 
day to stop the spread of COVID-19.

The mission of Nikko Asset Management is to act in 
the best interests of our clients, which is why we have 
adopted the Fiduciary and ESG Principles as our corpo-
rate philosophy. Over the past year, we have established 
an unwavering investment management operations struc-
ture with each business function dispersed across multi-
ple offices, while at the same time developing a remote 
work environment and promoting digitalization. The asset 
management division set up a dedicated contact point for 
investee companies wishing to engage, and carried out 
flexible stewardship activities in light of the actual situa-
tion of companies affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As a result of these initiatives, we were able to facilitate 
smooth communication with our stakeholders without 
compromising service quality, and successfully created 
new value despite the pandemic.

In addition, we strengthened the Corporate Sustainability 
Department in 2020, and voluntary working groups at each 
business site worked vigorously to achieve a sustainable 
society despite the restrictions set forth by the COVID-
19 pandemic. We believe that the source of innovation 
that underpins our groundbreaking solutions comes from 
respecting diversity and inclusion, which is at the core of 
our corporate culture. We will continue to proactively carry 
out sustainability-related activities.

Nikko Asset Management Co., Ltd.

Executive Chairman and Co-CEO

Junichi Sayato

Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Asset Management Co., Ltd.

Representative Director and President

Yoshio Hishida

Sumitomo Mitsui Trust Asset Management
Message from the President

Nikko Asset Management Co., Ltd.
Joint Message from Co-CEOs




