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Chuo	Mitsui	Asset	
Management
Services for individual and institutional 
investors 

External Environment, Clients’ Needs Concrete Actions, Services

Diversifying demand content for risk products.

Greater need for enhanced investment 
information services in a deteriorating 

investment environment.

Provide products tailored to demand, 
promote expansion of distribution channel.

Reinforce sales support activities and 
enhance depth of information provided.

As the asset management company under the Chuo Mitsui 
Trust Group umbrella, Chuo Mitsui Asset Management 
(“CMAM”) is responsible for investment trust management 
services. Specifically, the company manages publicly placed 
investment trusts for ordinary individual investors and privately 
placed investment trusts for variable annuity insurance clients 
and also designs and manages investment trust funds for a 
wide range of investors, including defined contribution pension 

plans and institutional investors. 
In fiscal 2008, the company continued to reinforce 

marketing activities aimed at existing sales companies, 
including Chuo Mitsui—a key sales company—and 
endeavored to cultivate new marketing channels and create 
new funds fine-tuned to investor needs. Accordingly, the 
balance of investment trusts* increased from ¥2,209.5 billion, 
as of March 31, 2008 to ¥2,179.4 billion as of March 31, 2009.

Business Summary

Investment trust management services
Balance of assets under management ¥2,209.5 billion

Services for individual and 
institutional investors

*Outstanding principal basis (net of sales, repurchases and redemption amount)
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Investment trusts managed by CMAM received honors at the 
R&I Fund Awards 2009 presentation in April 2009. 

These awards are sponsored by Rating and Investment 
Information Inc., a Japanese rating agency, and are presented 
annually to funds. 

CMAM won two awards: one for a Japanese REIT fund 
in the investment trust category and the other for a Japanese 
equity fund in the defined contribution pension category. 

In the management of these award-winning funds, CMAM 
has drawn on the investment advisory expertise of Chuo 
Mitsui Asset. Therefore, the awards represent not only the 

company’s excellent performance but also the high-caliber 
asset management capabilities of the entire Chuo Mitsui Trust 
Group.

CMAM is actively promoting to provide investment products 
for variable annuity insurance while aiming to increase balance 
through the sales of investment trust products by Chuo 
Mitsui Trust and Banking Company, Limited and other sales 
companies. 

The company has seen a steady increase in new channels 
within the regional bank and Internet security companies and 
has been able to introduce follow-up products to existing clients. 

The investment trust market has endured a challenging 

environment in the wake of the Lehman crisis—the collapse 
of Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc.—but the variable annuity 
insurance market has held comparatively firm, characterized 
by a relatively brisk inflow of funds. Seeking to accentuate the 
positives of this prevailing market situation, CMAM endeavored 
to widen its sales channels and was successful in getting its 
products used as investments in variable annuity insurance 
handled by Japan Post Bank Co., Ltd., and regional banks.

Provide Products Tailored to Demand, Promote Expansion of Distribution Channels

R&I Fund Awards 2009

Given the turbulence that rocked financial and capital markets 
worldwide in fiscal 2008, CMAM redoubled its efforts to 
foster greater awareness and understanding of the products it 
handles. A particular emphasis was on seminars for investors 
and workshops for sales agents. The company undertook 1,100 
sessions throughout Japan. 

CMAM took steps to develop the scope of information 
available on its Japanese-language website. The company now 
lists key stock indexes as well as government bond yields and 
exchange rates under “Market Data” on its web, with a more 
detailed window of data just a click away. 

In the online Monthly Review, the content of “Economic 
Summary,” “Market Summary with Forecasts” and other regular 
reports has been enriched. Design elements and the layout of 
information will be modified, 
as appropriate, to improve 
usability. 

CMAM will continue to 
provide products fine-tuned 
to diverse investor needs and 
enhance the depth of the 
information it provides.

Reinforce Sales Support Activities and Enhance Depth of Information Provided

Conditions in the investment trust market are expected to 
remain difficult for the time being, due to cooling investor 
interest in risk products. This situation stems largely from huge 
declines in assets in all markets and lower risk tolerance among 
individuals. However, CMAM believes that a widening flow of 
savings in favor of investments should keep the investment trust 
market growing over the medium to long term.

Against this backdrop, CMAM will apply various measures, 
emphasizing improved product development capabilities 
and enhanced sales support activities, to expand marketing 

channels and develop more business with existing sales 
companies. The company will also cement a stronger base from 
which to realize growth over the medium to long term by raising 
its profile among clients and fostering a higher level of trust and 
credibility in the market. 

From the social need for internal control perspective and 
broader overall services, CMAM will continuously strive to 
reinforce its risk management and compliance status and 
persistently enhance and expand its operations, as a reliable 
investment trust manager for clients.

Addressing Clients’ Needs




